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MCOLES Adds Community Forums to Increase Survey Participation
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: February 15, 2017

LANSING, MICH. The Michigan Commission on Law Enforcement Standards (MCOLES) is conducting a
series of community forums and is conducting a community engagement survey to gather input from all
Michigan residents on how to strengthen public trust, confidence and community relations between law

enforcement and community members throughout Michigan.

MCOLES is the state agency that sets standards for the law enforcement profession in Michigan, including

recruiting, training, and professional licensing (www.michigan.gov/MCOLES). On October 4, 2016, Gov. Rick

Snyder issued Executive Directive 2016-2, directing MCOLES to undertake a study and produce a report by
May 1, 2017 with a set of recommendations on how best to build a foundation of trust between law enforcement

and the communities they serve.

MCOLES cannot do this without input from residents. In addition to the public forums, MCOLES has made a

community engagement survey available to everyone online at http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ExeDir2016-2.
There also are Spanish and Arabic translations of the survey available online at

http://www.michigan.gov/MCOLES/0,4607,7-229-78818---,00.html.

Since the survey opened January 10, 2017 nearly 4,900 Michigan residents have completed the survey, sharing

both positive and negative perceptions and interactions with Michigan law enforcement.

"With more than 9 million residents in Michigan, we have many more opinions to collect so | encourage
everyone to take advantage of this opportunity and complete the survey,” Gov. Snyder said. "It is vital that
MCOLES receive input from residents from across the state and from all communities to ensure they receive a

good cross-section of experiences and opinions.”


http://www.michigan.gov/MCOLES
http://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ExeDir2016-2
http://www.michigan.gov/MCOLES/0,4607,7-229-78818---,00.html
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The public forums are another way for residents to participate and provide feedback. The forums are led by

professional facilitators who are specifically trained to lead these events.

The remaining forums are as follows:

City Date Time

Flint, Michigan February 23, 2017 6:00pm — 8:00 pm
Marquette, Michigan February 27, 2017 6:00pm — 8:00 pm
Grand Rapids, Michigan To Be Announced To Be Announced

Visit http://www.michigan.gov/MCOLES/0,4607,7-229-78818---,00.html for specific locations and additional

information regarding the forums.

The goal of the forums and the online survey is to gauge how residents and law enforcement can work together
to make local communities safe and secure along with producing a set of recommendations to strengthen public

trust and confidence between law enforcement and communities across Michigan.

In addition to the online survey, MCOLES has established a special email address so citizens can share general

ideas by sending comments to MCOLES-ExecDir2016-2@michgan.gov.

Those responding to the survey or email box will not be identified personally nor will responses be tied to
individual communities or groups. The survey does not ask for any personal identifying information. The
survey does ask for zip code to ensure all regions of the state are represented and asks for voluntary information

on gender, race, and age to ensure all community groups in Michigan are represented.


http://www.michigan.gov/MCOLES/0,4607,7-229-78818---,00.html
mailto:MCOLES-ExecDir2016-2@michgan.gov
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Member Surve

Please read the following focus statement. We know that you have a lot of ideas to share but we want your
comments to flow from this statement:

“What steps can be taken to strengthen public trust and confidence

in the police in your community?”

To take the online survey, please visit:

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ExeDir20 | 6-2
or scan the QR Code.

The Survey will close March 20, 2017

Please let us know how you feel. Your input will be included in the
Commission’s recommendations to the Governor.

HHEH
MEDIA CONTACT:

David Harvey, MCOLES Executive Director, 517-322-1417 or HarveyD2@michigan.gov



